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North Beach - High Foot Traffic Location 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1528 Grant Avenue, SF  
Retail Space for Lease 

 
+/- 1,086 square feet 
 
• Excellent foot traffic on a retail/residential block 
• Nice curb appeal with eye-level window display space 
• Near cafes and renowned restaurants including Rose Pistola, Sodini’s, 

Tony’s Pizza Napoletana, North Beach Pizza, Café Jacqueline, Café 
Trieste and Mama's 

• Close to popular shops including Macchiarini Jewelry, Paparazzi, Ooma, 
and Aria Antiques 

• 1 block to Washington Square, between Union and Filbert 
• At the foot of Telegraph Hill. Quick walk to all North Beach locations 
• Move in condition 
• See SF Chronicle article on the next page describing North Beach’s 

Restaurant and Retail Renaissance (June 2011) 
 
Lease Rate: $3,000/Month IG 
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*************************************************************************
New Wave in North Beach - Restaurants Lead the Way 
Sunday, July 3, 2011 (SF Chronicle) 

By: Heather Knight, Paolo Lucchesi, Chronicle Staff Writers 
************************************************************************* 
 
Midway through his date at an old-school Italian restaurant in San Francisco's North Beach on a recent 
night, Patrick Dougherty realized he could have been more creative. 
 
There's Don Pisto's, the Mexican restaurant that opened 1 1/2 years ago. Or Le Bordeaux, the brand-new, 
cozy French spot. Or Maza, a new Pakistani and Indian joint. Or the Basque-inspired Txoko, which 
opened last month. 
 
"I was kicking myself," shrugged Dougherty, a document processing specialist at a law firm who's lived in 
North Beach for 13 years. "Next time." 

He'll soon have an even tougher time planning his nights out. 
 
Long plagued by vacant storefronts, closures of some of the city's most beloved restaurants, squabbles 
among neighborhood groups and violence around its seedy nightclubs and strip joints, the longtime Italian 
neighborhood with bohemian flair is springing back to life. 
 
New restaurants with well-regarded chefs, art galleries, a wine shop and clothing boutiques are arriving 
with the hope and determination of the beatnik writers who made such neighborhood institutions as City 
Lights Bookstore and Caffe Trieste famous a half-century ago. 
 
"It feels like a new day in the neighborhood," said Shell Thomas, president of the North Beach Merchants 
Association. He also works in the Mayor's Office of Economic and Workforce Development, playing 
matchmaker between new businesses and North Beach landlords with vacancies. 
 
"Big Al's porno super store is becoming a supermarket," he said with a laugh. "That really sums it up right 
there." (The sex toy purveyor at Broadway and Columbus Avenue shut down a few 
months ago, and the owner is expanding his adjacent corner store into the space to include groceries, 
Thomas explained.)  

Washington Square 
Several new Italian stone pines have been planted in Washington Square. The scaffolding has come off the 
refurbished SS Peter and Paul's Church. The neighborhood's second "parklet," a minipark in converted 
parking spaces, has opened in front of Caffe Rom, and another is in the works on Grant Avenue. 
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Grant will close to cars for a new event called Walking Streets on Sept. 18. The North Beach Chamber of 
Commerce and the merchants association, which have clashed in the past, are merging. "There's a 
renaissance happening here now," said John Perino, owner of Focus Gallery, which opened on Grant 13 
months ago. Perino, who closed his gallery in Polk Gulch four years ago, said he wanted to move into 
North Beach because he loves the artistic flavor, but couldn't until last year, when rents on some long-
vacant buildings came down by as much as two-thirds. 
 
Other new galleries have opened, and they're finding customers with some discretionary money to spend 
after being very frugal during the worst of the economic downturn. Together, the galleries host First 
Fridays, featuring art and live music. "It'll never be the frenzy it was during the 1970s around here, but 
little art spaces are starting to pop up," Perino said. "It's really nothing new, but it's been refertilized." 
 
The bloom is back on the rose in large part because of restaurants taking over some of the neighborhood's 
most storied addresses.  

Enrico's Old Spot  
Txoko last month opened in the former Enrico's on Broadway. Later this week, Bottle Cap will open in the 
old Washington Square Bar and Grill location. Directly across the park, owners of Park Tavern and 
Original Joe's are renovating the spaces that once housed Moose's and Fior d'Italia, respectively; they're 
both hoping for fall openings. 
 
For John Duggan of Original Joe's, North Beach was a priority after his family's Tenderloin location 
burned in 2007.  "North Beach is a living, breathing San Francisco community, with so many long-
standing traditions already," he said. "When you walk around, you 
have a sense of history." 
 
Anna Weinberg cited a similar draw when planning Park Tavern, a bigger 
version of Marlowe, her popular SoMa restaurant. "The space initially chose us," she said. "I wasn't 
looking in the area, but it was a great deal. My perception of the neighborhood changed, so I figured 
others' perceptions could, too." 
 
Restaurateurs are now being drawn not only by the neighborhood's romantic allure, but also by business 
sense: There are deals to be had. Each of the four is taking over an iconic space after a previous, short-
lived tenant signed an unenviable lease during better economic times. 
 
Another byproduct of the recent failures is that the new restaurateurs are trying fresh approaches rather 
than resuscitating old brands.  

Bottle Cap to Open 
Dane Boryta who, with his wife, Elizabeth Ferro, is opening Bottle Cap, said, "People kept telling me not 
to open a new restaurant in this space, that Herb Caen would haunt me. I think Herb Caen's ghost has 
better things to do." 
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They, along with other restaurateurs, cite Tony Gemignani, who opened Tony's Pizza Napoletana two 
years ago on the once-cursed corner of Stockton and Union, as the pioneer of the new wave of 
Washington Square restaurants. 
 
"It was scary at first," Gemignani said of his choice to open in North Beach. "But I knew there was a core 
group of neighbors that wanted something new: a family-friendly, well-run restaurant with enough 
diversity on the menu to cater to everyone," he said, pointing out that his menu features traditional dishes 
and more esoteric ones, like pizzas topped with truffles or eucalyptus.  

2008 Law Has Helped 
Though restaurants are leading the neighborhood's renewal, legislation passed by the Board of Supervisors 
in 2008 limiting new restaurants in the neighborhood is credited at least in part with the new turnaround. 
The law barred new restaurants and bars from replacing "neighborhood-serving businesses" like hardware 
stores. That means that while the new restaurants can move into spots left vacant by failed eating places, 
other North Beach spaces are available for new galleries, stores and shops. 
 
Former Supervisor Aaron Peskin championed the law after a number of landlords raised commercial rents 
so high during the boom years that they forced out longtime North Beach establishments, including a 100-
year-old deli. 
 
But many landlords found no business was able to pay the rents they were asking, which left their 
properties vacant.  

It's a New Old Day 
"Ultimately, they realized they'd have to accommodate the market and now new businesses have started 
rolling in," Peskin said. "It's a new old day in North Beach." 
 
The North Beach section of Grant Avenue - the oldest street in San Francisco - has seen perhaps the 
biggest turnaround. Jon Golinger, president of Telegraph Hill Dwellers, said Grant for years was among 
the neighborhood's "sleepiest and most neglected" streets, with a dozen vacancies. 
 
Now, art galleries, clothing boutiques, a Pilates studio and the taco joint Nico's have opened. Little Vine, a 
wine and cheese store, is due to open this summer. 
 
"It's new bohemians with a real creative energy," Golinger said. 
 
Count Alfredo Arana among them. He opened a funky clothing store on Grant named just for its address, 
1314, that features local lines, including San Franpsycho, and art shows. 
 
"I love the neighborhood, the whole vibe," Arana said. "It's not just a bar neighborhood or a restaurant 
neighborhood. It's becoming a retail neighborhood again." 
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And a somewhat safer one. For many years, fights, stabbings and muggings have accompanied the 
dancing and drinking at the neighborhood's nightclubs. 
 
Neighbors have long blamed club owners who look the other way and an ineffective Entertainment 
Commission. Now, several longtime residents credit Central Station with strong community policing and 
club owners for paying for their own private security and security cameras. 
 
Broadway can still feel threatening at night, but Capt. Stephen Tacchini of Central Station, located in the 
heart of North Beach, said fights near nightclubs have diminished. 
 
"It's calming down - we're seeing less and less of it," he said, crediting the city's various crackdowns, 
including a ban on loitering outside nightclubs between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m.  

Tools to Fix Problems 
Supervisor David Chiu, who represents North Beach, said the Entertainment Commission now has more 
tools to go after problem nightclubs. 
 
"The number of times I'm called on a Sunday morning about the latest shooting has thankfully gone 
down," he said. 
   
Not all is perfect in North Beach. The Pagoda Palace Theater at the corner of Powell and Union streets 
remains a blighted, vacant mess, despite its owner receiving city approval in 2009 to turn it into a Mexican 
restaurant and condos. Owner Joel Campos has said he hasn't been able to secure financing. 
 
Residents still gripe that there's nowhere to buy the basics, but plenty of places to get a painting or an 
expensive meal. "Yeah, you can't buy thumbtacks, but they are definitely assets to the neighborhood," 
Peskin said of the influx of galleries.  

Owners Optimistic 
Whether all the new galleries, businesses and restaurants can thrive won't be known for at least a year or 
two, but their owners are optimistic. The Txoko duo of Ryan Maxey and chef Ian Begg admit they face "a 
unique challenge" on still-troubled Broadway, but say they're determined. 
   
Txoko employs a security guard on Friday and Saturday nights when, he said, Broadway "is a mess, fight 
after fight." He and Begg are also seeking permits to install an iron gate on the patio, with the hope of 
creating some separation between the dining experience and the street maelstrom."But we love this 
neighborhood," Maxey said, "and want to make it clear that we want to bring it back."  
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